Second Life
By Yan Li

My middle school classmate Li

Born in 1954 in Beijing

Wrote some underground poems

Executed by shooting during the 1983 Strike Hard Campaign
For the immoral crime of bed hopping

Twenty-four years later

I was startled one day in 2007

Because he suddenly reawoke

He said China seems to have moved its home

This type of moving has once again put in play

The strength of unity among the world’s oppressed people
He said another Great Cultural Revolution was definitely
Extending across borders to other nations

Taking over their splendid worlds

I said China actually has not moved anywhere

It’s just that commercialism overturned the planned economy
What you now see is still yesterday’s model

To be able to continue this life is really too great

Since you gained back 24 years

You can display your capabilities on a grand scale

He said don’t worry about commercialism

I want to understand this tag of immorality

How long do I have to wear it?

And with regard to displaying my capabilities

Who knows if writing poems today still creates tremors?
However, the greatest

The absolute most urgent matter is to help me find out
Have the relevant authorities approved my reawakening?

Translated by Glen Steiman
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